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GLA Economics response to HM Treasury Public Spending 
Statistics (PSS) and Public Expenditure Statistical Analyses 
(PESA) National Statistics user consultation 
 

   

 3. Accessing public spending statistics  
Can you provide some background on your interest or use of Public Spending statistics  

 GLA Economics has an interest in the distribution of public spending across the country.  This supports 
analysis on the levelling up agenda, and has been used in its Transport expenditure in London publication to 
understand the contribution of public spending to economic development.  Public spending statistics are also 
supporting analysis of the distribution of spending on cultural services, and being combined with local 
authority spending data.  
  

1. Do you primarily refer to the PESA command paper, or the PSS National Statistics releases? * 
 

   PESA command paper 

   PSS National Statistics releases 

   Both 

   Neither 

  

2. Do you understand the distinction between the PESA command paper and PSS National Statistics 
releases? * 
 

   Yes 

   No 

   I have a limited understanding 

Comments:   

https://www.london.gov.uk/business-and-economy-publications/transport-expenditure-london-2020
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 It would be helpful to have some documentation on the relationship between these statistics and other 
related publications.  For example, analysis of cultural services has made use of DCMS and Arts Council 
England Annual Reports, local authority spending reports, and HM Treasury spending tables.  It is valuable to 
be able to bring this range of data together in one consistent data source of PESA.  HM Treasury has been 
very helpful in advising how the sources connect, and that differences largely relate to the timings of data 
extraction from the underlying databases.  It has also usefully explained the differences between local 
authority and public expenditure definitions of cultural services, and how to use them together. 
 
  

3. Do you ever use or refer to the outturn updates published each quarter? * 
 

   Yes 

   No 

  

4. Do you find the quarterly outturn updates in PSS useful? * 
 

   Extremely useful 

   Very useful 

   Somewhat useful 

   Not so useful 

   Not at all useful 

  

5. Do you use any other releases related to PESA or the PSS publications? * 
 

   Public Sector Finances (PSF) 

   Country and Regional Analysis (CRA) 

   OSCAR transparency release 

   Supply Estimates 

   Common Core Tables 
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   Whole of Government Accounts (WGA) 

   I don't use any other releases 

   Other (please specify): 

  
 

 

Comments:   

The Country and Regional Analysis is the main publication of interest as it is the one which has London 
specific data. 

The ONS Country and Regional Public Sector Finances publication is also a key data source as it brings 
together tax receipts with spending to provide the net public spending position on a country and regional 
basis.  
  

6. To what extent do you think PESA complements the other sources you use? Which publications of 
government spending data do you find most useful?  
 

 The CRA and ONS CRPSF are the publications used most regularly as they have London data and allow 
national comparisons.  
 

6. Use of data  
7. Do you consider the PESA and/or PSS National Statistics fit for your purposes? * 
 

 Yes, for the most recent year of data  
  

8. What improvements do you think could be made to PSS and/or PESA?  
 

It would be welcome to be able to construct consistent time series of data, ideally for more than five years.  
To do this it would be valuable to have more comprehensive documentation. 

Data for a specific year can vary significantly from release to release of the CRA.  It is not entirely clear what 
is happening. 

Some of this is methodological changes to the coverage of public finances – there is now documentation on 
these changes which is helpful, but some indication of their magnitude would be welcome.  It would also be 
good to have a log of such changes over time. 
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There may be changes in apportionment methodology across regions.  There is now a helpful spreadsheet 
on the current approach, but it would not be easy to track changes. 
 
There also appear to be quite large changes in numbers over time which do not appear to be for these 
reasons, and which seem to be down to updating of the data.  There is clearly a trade off between delays in 
reporting, and comprehensiveness.  The current timing of publication is fine, but it would be useful to 
understand a little better in quantified terms the impact of changes between publications.  
  

9. In PESA, which tables or chapters do you refer to most frequently? * 
 

   Chapter 1 (Departmental budgets) 

   Chapter 2 (Economic category breakdowns) 

   Chapter 3 (Changes in departmental budgets) 

   Chapter 4 (Total Expenditure on Services (TES) breakdowns) 

   Chapter 5 (Public sector expenditure by function, sub-function and economic category) 

   Chapter 6 (Central government own expenditure) 

   Chapter 7 (Local government financing and expenditure) 

   Chapter 8 (Public corporations) 

   Chapter 9 and 10 (Country and Regional Analysis Tables) 

   Annexes/other tables 

   I don't refer to any particular set of tables 

 

Comments:   

 The CRA table listing individual expenditure items is what is used most frequently, as this provides the 
granularity of data needed to meet requirements. 
  
  

10. Is there any text, graph, or visual information that you refer to within the PESA and PSS 
publications?  
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 No – the ONS CRPSF publication is the main source for high level findings as net spending is a more 
relevant measure than total spending. 
  
  

11. Would it be useful to provide underlying data at the same time as the release of the July PSS (akin 
to the CRA database)? 
 
For reference, the CRA database is an excel which publishes all of the underlying data used to 
populate the main release tables. 
It is available in a raw data format and a pivot table, where users can filter the data and drill down on 
specific attributes: 
 

* 
 

   Yes 

   No 

   I'm not sure 

 

Comments:   

 The PSS is not an important data source for our purposes.  
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/country-and-regional-analysis
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12. Are there any other breakdowns of the data you would find useful, or would this be best served by 
publication of the granular data?  
 

 Publication of the granular data is most helpful as requirements can be very specific  
7. Presentation  
13. In 2020 the PSS release was converted from a Portable Document Format (pdf) publication to a 
HTML publication. What format do you prefer? * 
 

   pdf 

   HTML 

   I don't have a preference 

 

Comments:   

The focus is on the data tables in the CRA   
  

Are the any particular new visualisations or presentations of the data that you would find particularly 
useful?  
 

 No  
  

14. How clear do you find the methodology used in PESA, PSS, and the explanatory guidance 
published? * 
 

   Extremely clear 

   Very clear 

   Somewhat clear 

   Not so clear 

   Not at all clear 

 

Comments:   

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/public-spending-statistics-release-july-2022/public-spending-statistics-july-2022
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The explanatory guidance has been vastly improved.  Answers to previous questions provide some 
suggestions on possible further improvements. 
 
  
  

15. Do have any suggestions on areas that we should focus on to improve the commentary in PESA 
publications?  
 

 The answer to Q8 provides suggestions. 
 
  
8. Your details  
16. Are you responding on behalf of an organisation, or as an individual? * 
 

   Organisation 

   Individual 

   Prefer not to say 

  

17. What is your organisation? * 
 

 Greater London Authority 

 
 

For more information please contact  GLA Economics 
Greater London Authority, City Hall, Kamal Chunchie Way, London E16 1ZE 
Tel: 02079834000 e-mail: glaeconomics@london.gov.uk 
 
Copyright © Greater London Authority, 2022 
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